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William Mason was an ordained minister who became prebendary (1757) and precgs2piaf York Minster.

As well as being an accomplished amateur musician, he was a minor poet,tspentisr, and landscape gardener.
He was a friend and biographer of the poet Thomas Gray. The present anthem wasyitbplast Gallery quires,
and is found in many printed and manuscript versions, some in only two or three jpadblyPmany local quires
would have ignored the "verse" and "chorus" markings, which in any case show gegtrviar different versions.

Bracketed markings are editorigd.= show instrumental notes.
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